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THE SECRET LIFE IN CEMETERIES 
ELSPETH SWAN 


Modern cemeteries can be boring. Designed for low maintenance with 
white gravel or manicured lawns, the view may be good but there 1s 
sameness in all the regimented rows. You may need to be selective but 1f 
you decide to visit a country cemetery you will often find there is more to 
look at than just tombstones, white gravel and arum lilies. 


Lichen in a cemetery. (Elspeth Swan) 


I have visited about one hundred out of the over 500 cemeteries in Victoria 
and nearly all have something to offer the field naturalist. If you are 
interested 1n flowers then there is usually no shortage of members of the 
lily and iris families. Queen of the Nile, freesia, sparaxis and 1x1as abound. 
If you are lucky you will also see remnants of local indigenous vegetation, 
chocolate lilies, lemon beauty heads, milkmaids and orchids. 


Now most people go to a cemetery to visit a loved one or to catch up on 
local or family history. Some cemeteries make the most of their history and 
provide good displays and signage. It is well worth a visit to the 
Smythesdale Cemetery where the locals have gone to a lot of effort to 
explain the history. 


You may have an interest in wrought or cast iron and there are numerous 
examples of a craft that is disappearing. Buildings may intrigue you and 
there are plenty to see and in various states of disrepair. Cemetery 
monuments are a whole topic on their own. 


If you haven’t been tempted to have a closer look then perhaps the 
symbolism and language of the flowers hidden on the tombstones 1s what 
you need to see. It may be the anchor which the seafaring interests of the 
interred, or the ivy indicating friendship, or fern fronds for sincerity and 
sorrow. The torches, hourglass, shells, books, harps, oak leaves, all tell a 
story. Even the type of rose used be it a bud, or full blown may indicate the 
age of the occupant. 


I have a particular interest in weeds and have found many that I have only 
previously seen in books, ones like kicksia, amsinckia and miner’s lettuce. 
Oxalis purpurea 1s seen in nearly all cemeteries and is sometimes called 
cemetery oxalis. 


If you are interested 1n lichens then you need go no further than a cemetery 
as the tombstones are an ideal surface for them to grow. Fungi may also be 
encountered, perhaps not the variety seen in the Wombat forest, but an 
interesting selection. 


When it comes down to it wrought iron, angels and urns aside, cemeteries 
are really important place for the conservation of threatened flora and fauna 
Species and communities. Cemeteries require careful management to 
protect rare remnants of vegetation. While some people won’t see beyond 
the grass and think it looks untidy, field naturalists will want to come back 
in spring to see the wildflowers. Cemeteries are special places and it 1s up 
to the trustees and the local community to manage them to protect all the 
values. 


(Contd from next page) Standout tree this holiday is a Eucalyptus, one of the 

three northern salmon gums. I first saw one just north of Tennant Creek 
but had to wait till Kakadu to see more. They have amazing smooth 
trunks, a wonderful pale orange colour and E£. bigalerita has huge ovate 
leaves about 15x 15cm, not your usual gum leaf! Hope my samples 
survive the trip home. 


ALLIGATOR BILLABONG EXCURSION 
Report from Elizabeth and Denis Thurgood 


We left the sealed Kakadu highway and took the | 7. 
Old Darwin road as far as the Alligator river at B/@@e 24 
which point we veered north on a very rough road gee 

to a billabong that had just been opened the week fy 
before. It took an hour and half to cover 27 km fs 
excluding stops!. But for our trouble we passed by ‘ j 3 i? 
8 wetlands that we could stop and view...safely (ig | 
from dry land (the golden rule: never even one foot ™® 
in a muddy puddle). 


All the usual suspects were there on each wetland é ~ 
but each collection was different. One huge marsh 
had thousands of magpie geese grazing and they made a spectacular sight 
wane aa: decided we had stepped just one step too close. Another had a 
mm lovely collection of whistling ducks, spoonbills, rajah 
®) Shelducks and a solitary magpie goose camped under a 
=— big old paperbark, whilst pygmy geese, jacanas and 
hard headed ducks swam walked or dived amongst the 
waterlilies. At yet another the highlight was a forest 
kingfisher fishing above the waterbirds and another 
added in rainbow bee-eaters. Others had Darters or 
» flocks of Cormorants but best of all were the solitary 
and very nervous jabirus we occasionally saw stalking 
away or rapidly flying off; such huge birds. We saw one catch a fish just 
about as long as its beak, it had to stay while it got the thing swallowed, 
what a dilemma for a skittish bird. Sitting eating lunch by the Alligator 
billabong a large croc swam lazily by. In fact every billabong we spent 
time at had crocs to see. The other thing common to every billabong and 
wetland was the fact that they were all surrounded by morasses of dried 
mud churned up by the millions of wild pigs that inhabit the Top End. 


Most of our driving was through monsoon woodlands, in some places the 
erass was as high as the car windows. My favourite Grevillea, 
G.pteridifolia a small tree with silvery fern like foliage and large vivid 
orange flowers (yummy nectar) were out in blossom as were the kapoks 
Cochlospermum fraseri, Darwin woolybutts, E miniata and Turkey bush 
Calytrix exstipulata. When you add in the various species of palms, of 
pandanus and of cycads as well as the deciduous trees with leaves in 
various stages of drying up the bush looks seriously weird and the Acacias, 


Eucalypts and Melaleucas do not get much attention. On the other hand my 
(contd on bottom left) é 


CLUB CAMP — APOLLO BAY, 
FRIDAY 13'" TO SUNDAY 15'" JULY 2012 


Eleven members journeyed to Apollo Bay on Friday 13" July looking 
forward to perhaps a whale sighting following John Mildren’s report from 
the week before. Some walked around Lake Elizabeth en route whilst 
others went directly to Star of 
"the Sea eager to see the 
* freshly renovated interior. 
x «We were not disappointed, 
hii, & being welcomed as usual by 
= Sister Margaret. Everything 
was nicely painted with new 
See furniture and a_ bright 
§ = kitchen. The eating area was 
wm surrounded by glass, having a 
view over the’ gardens 
outside where king parrots, 


iis ae g FRrenr wdenirin Lake Eiirabel 
tree ferns (near Forest) crimson Rosella and a grey 
sShrike-thrush were _ seen. 


Friday evening was spent socializing, with a small group playing cards 
under John’s tutelage. 


Despite the weather forecast being concerning, Saturday morning looked 
reasonably amenable for mid winter. Three cars set out, making a brief 
stop at the local market before travelling along the foreshore to stop at 
Urquhart Falls. The tourist information centre advised that the whales 
were apparently at Lorne and not to be seen locally. A plan to go to 
Marriners lookout to see if the whales were in sight was abandoned 
considering it futile to brave the cold wind at this location without the 
possibility of a sighting. It was on to Marengo for a search out to sea and 
we were rewarded with a view of albatross skimming the waves out 
towards the horizon. Whilst they were too far off to determine the species 
there was a clear view through binoculars and telescope of the wide grey 
wings. Among other more usual bird species were four hooded plovers 
which gradually crept closer while we watched and with the pair Carol had 
seen earlier gave encouragement for this species. Next was morning tea at 
the Maits Rest car park before taking the circuit walk to marvel at 
immense trees both standing and fallen, and fungi, and also to appreciate a 
glimpse of a bassian thrush and an eastern spinebill feeding on a flowering 
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mountain correa Correa lawrenciana, all before returning to Star of the 
Sea for lunch. 


Starting the afternoon at 2pm we travelled along the Barham River road 
doing the walk at Paradise where the most impressive things were the 
— amount of stream damage 

‘g since April, a view of 

large rainbow trout lazing 
in the shallows and a 
flowering Bootlace bush, 
BPimelea axiflora 
2248 Marriners Falls walk was 


’ 


Fp 


Our secretary, preparing to 
See photograph some golden 

es curtain bracket fungi in Maits 
vam a Rest reserve. 


; 
closed due to | 
damage __ but | 
we were able! 
to see that in| 
one place the je. 
track was | fe 
almost washed © 
away to the « 
fence line and bs ; x Lb 
at the car park oe Aa 
there were #ieemn 
several very Ki 
tall thin trees § 
down. It was 
hoped _ that 
bassian thrush would be sighted here as usual, but 1f they were there they 
were hiding. However, yellow robins, brown thorn-bills and other usual 
bird species were seen. On the way back several bower birds were seen 
up high on a ridge and numerous white necked herons on the stream flats 
as well as some egrets. A quick trip to the foreshore by Claire and Peter 
was rewarded by a very clear view of two male buff banded rails as well 
as satin bower birds on the lawn just to the east of the information centre. 


Some of the numerous fungi seen at Maits Rest reserve. 


Earlier in the day Claire had noticed a sign reading Local Truffles for 
sale. They were $2500 per kilogram. She invested in a very small 
quantity and mixed it with mashed potato for all to have a spoonful. 
Opinion varied with some unable to taste anything and others clearly 
noticing the flavour. 


On Sunday most cars returned independently via the Great Ocean Road 
and Lorne. It was a sunny morning with a blue sky and the view over the 
waves was enjoyable however by Lorne it had degenerated. The whale 
flag was out at the Apollo Bay Information Centre and a few members 
who had coffee in a second storey venue were able to catch a glimpse of 
them but they were not easily visible from the ground. 


There were not many plants flowering, but in all 38 species of birds were 
seen. Thank you to Fran and Les for organizing the camp and to all who 
went and shared 1n the conviviality of the weekend. 


Peter Dalman 


Photographs - Val Hocking 


GALAPAGOS ISLANDS AND IGUAZA FALLS — VAL HOCKING 


Val Hocking spoke on a trip to the Galapagos Islands and parts of South 
America. The Galapagos were visited on a cruise ship which offers 2, 3 or 
7 day cruises. There were 100 passengers who all sleep and eat on the 
ship, transferring to the islands in groups of 16 on small boats which 
usually required a wet landing. 


On the Galapagos, animals and birds have little fear of humans so close 
viewing was usually easy and Val had the images to show it. Visitors are 
requested to remain Im away. The first island mentioned was Bartolome 
Island, only 1.2 square kilometres in area. Pictures shown included Lava 
cactus growing directly on Pinnacle Rock, Galapagos hawk, land Iguana 
which were | 1/2 m long and weighed 10kg and the hardest local seeds 
known locally as Glue berries which have a sticky substance used by 
locals as hair gel. There are three species of land Iguana that live for 50 to 
60 years, sleep in burrows, are mostly herbivorous and get moisture from 
eating the prickly pear cactus. 


Val also showed Galapagos tortoise of which there are 5 species, Marine 
Iguana, and there were nice photos of frigate birds and blue footed boobie, 
clearly showing the blue feet. 


Val mentioned that pigs, rats, cats and dogs had decimated island species 
but there was still a lot to see. 


The second island visited was Fernandina, considerably bigger at 630 
square kilometres. This island has an active shield volcano which last 
erupted in 2009. This is the most pristine of the islands, having no 
mammals. There is little plant life, but hundreds of the five species of 
marine iguana. These feed on algae and are quite dark so they rapidly 
absorb heat. Val also saw a baby sea lion feeding. 


After the Galapagos it was off to Iguazu with Val showing pictures from 


the sides of both Argentina and Brazil. As well as the falls, there were 
photos of birds including a toucan, and butterflies. 


Thank you Val for sharing your tour with us. 


Peter Dalman 


INVITATION 


You are invited to join the Friends of Brisbane Ranges for a special day 
with Uncle David Tournier on Sunday 12 August at the Anakie 
Community House, 2115 Ballan Road, Anakie. 


There will be a short FOBR AGM at 10am finishing with morning tea 
and then at l1lam Uncle David will show us local artefacts, talk about 
language and share how the local Aboriginal people lived and used the 
bushland, including food and animals. 


Uncle David Tournier is the Cultural Educational Officer at the 
Wathaurong Aboriginal Co-operative and has also helped create an 
interesting new website djillong.net.au and provided much of the 
content. This is well worth a visit. 


BYO lunch etc as usual and 1f weather permits Uncle David will join us 
as we head out to Stony Creek Picnic Ground for lunch and more 
activities! 


For catering purposes please RSVP by Thursday 9 August to 
friends br@yahoo.com.au 


Carole (Caz) Bartholomew 
President FoBR 


FIELD NATURALIST CLUB NEWSLETTER ITEM 
PETER BILLING 


(Contd. From July Newsletter) 


Supply of light beers were also attended. Somewhat reluctantly as I took a 
dim view as I was a teetotaler of the presence of alcohol. Our boatman and 
lecturer were sensible enough and the beer was consumed mostly on the 
way as the trip was initiated and completed. Back to the ongoing 
breakfast. 


We used fresh bread for toast and saved Captain biscuits for later. I now 
realised that porridge and oats do not enamour everybody. The joke aimed 
sideways by the other young adult males about "sowing wild oats" fell flat 
with me. Various other wisecracks made the young women look 
cautiously at us, the Alpha males. Social activity was in full play as the 
croup reflected the antics of class distinction and level of confidence were 
in full play. It was a setting of for minor drama at an experimental level 
isolated from civilisation. 


As I gazed at the Collages Cornflakes and the Sanitarium Weetbix it 
suddenly became apparent to me that there was something strange afoot. 
Bull smiled wryly with anticipation. I was about to use some of our limited 
supply of juice and milk when I observed in the clutter of plates and food 
at the sink. some "foreign" objects. My friend Bill was the culprit. Evi- 
dently he was not a fussy eater for there they were light green coloured 
scats, but maybe it was just a practical joke . Bill seemed to be consuming 
them. They were arranged with the other food on the platter. I was 
informed slyly that the pellets came from the from the herbivorous bird, 
the Cape Barren Goose. "Defender" snail pellets were obviously ruled out 
in my mind which has sometimes been described as a "steel trap.". Bull 
would later paint the large limpets in the cove, a green colour to track 
their territorial and tidal move-ments. Green was his favourite colour and 
truly it's hard to be green ecologically speaking and also politically as 
with "Green Peace!" . He seemed to enjoy hare brained stunts. Bill had 
collected the pellets of Cereopsis novaehollandiae on his early morning 
bird observer's walk. Being a country lad the son of a grazier he had risen 
early as was his norm.(He was used to getting up at the crack of dawn and 
tending to his animals and pheasants and so on.) 


With some other lighthearted tests of leadership we became good friends 
after working out our common interests and sharing some revision of our 
differences. Bill introduced me to a crash course of discussion in animal 


behaviour from the psychologist's point of view and also ethology and bird 
display and etc. other studies. After he had fearlessly taken me through a 
minefield of mutton bird burrows and tussock grass pods, Bill stopped 
with me to admire the view. We both looked in wonder as I explained to 
him the way the waves swelled and passed into nodal lines from the gap 
between the Citadel and Greater Glennie Island. It was like a ripple tank 
generating standing waves in the Physics lab. only on a grand scale. Bill 
had not opened his thoughts to the subject of wave physics before and 
appeared to discard his previous over the board bias against physics in 
general . 


When we returned to base he was obviously pleased to share his 
experience of me and physics with the others. He had a new outlook. I was 
pleased with him and pleased with my observation of the grand scale of 
nodal lines which occurred at the interface of sea and land. The wild birds 
live here and such daily cyclic major changes 
gseology and structure provide a backdrop to 
"the players" in the island ecosystem with 
unique captivating drama. For example every 
morning in season the mutton birds fly out to 
‘feed on the krill to return at dusk. In the 
-___ mating season the Little Penguin keeps up an 
- “incessant activity and noise. The fluffy, grey 
Seesian ~ * chicks are supplied with food from the sea and 
Little Penguin , 

as the parents return unerringly to and from 
the feeding grounds to the home burrows one can patiently watch and 
discover natures marvels And did YOU KNOW pre —=— 
a penguin can climb a fairly steep gutter ? 


To finish this anecdote which has grown 
since I started today let me tell you about 
another interesting bird the gannet. I had 
never imagined to see them at first hand. 
Rising high upon the local thermals they are | 
able to plunge vertically and secure fish at a 
depth before returning to their cliff top 
colony. How do they know where and 
which is their mate and chick? Such 
specialized adaptation arouses’ the 
imagination of the most mundane of observers. 


Peter Billing , Photographs - Internet 
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FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB OF BALLARAT INCORPORATED 
No. A0014919P ABN 13 150 403 135 
Minutes of the Meeting held at the Primary Industries Training Centre 
6th July 2012 


1 Opening and Apologies. The President welcomed 21 members & 
visitors. There were 12 apologies. Apologies accepted on motion of 
Paul Norquay, seconded Elspeth Swan. 


2 Minutes of previous meeting summarised & tabled in The Ballarat 
Naturalist. That the minutes be accepted: Moved Ken Hammond 
Seconded Les Hanrahan. 


CW 


Correspondence 
IN: 
Whirrakee June & July 2012. 
Castlemaine Naturalist June 2012. 
Geelong Naturalist June & July 2012. 
Field Nats News July 2012. 
Bendigo Bank Statement. 
SEANA Bendigo Camp notice. 
Environment Victoria appealing for donations. 
Regional Achievement & Community Awards flyer. 
Corangamite Regional Strategy — community draft for comment. 
Renewal for RHSV affiliation & Public Liability Insurance. 
Loddon Shire: “Naturally Loddon — a wonderland in spring’ 1 Sep — 
7 Oct 2012. 
e Friends of Bannockburn Bush: Yellow Gum Winter Festival, 9.30am 
— 3.00pm, Sat 21 July. 
OUT: 
® City of Ballarat, DSE: Control of Mallards on urban Ballarat 
wetlands. 
@ Payment of RHSV affiliation & Public Liability Insurance. 


4 Business Arising from Correspondence: dealt with by committee. 


Reports 

® Treasurer's Report: Opening balance $5059.32 Income $652 
Expenses $210.51 Closing balance: $5500.81 
Moved Les Hanrahan Seconded Peter Billing 

& Nanya: John Gregurke and Carol Hall visited Uni of Ballarat’s 
property Nanya as volunteers for a working bee and assistance with 
Martin Westbrooke's research. More trips planned. 
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10. 


11. 


Primary Industries Training Centre: University of Ballarat horticulture 
courses will continue so our meeting room is assured for the 
immediate future. 


General Business 
Apollo Bay camp: Star of the Sea Convent, Friday 13 — Sunday 15 
July. 11 signed up so far. Payment is needed tonight. The camp is 
now 2 nights, @$40 per person per night. 
Elspeth Swan will write to Friends of Werribee Gorge to thank them 
for donating a book about Werribee Gorge to Field Naturalists Club of 
Ballarat. 


Show & Tell 
Ken Hammond showed photos of 3 Crested Pigeons feeding in 
Wendouree garden which were not intimidated by local Magpie. 


Field Reports 

John Mildren: Southern Right Whale and calf at Apollo Bay. Hooded 
Plover at Castle Cove. 

Claire Dalman: 5 Superb Fairy-wrens (2 with blue tails) in Miners Rest 
garden. 

John Gregurke: In Victoria Park a male Darter speared a 30cm 
Rainbow Trout, swam to shore, dropped trout on ground, picked it up 
head first and swallowed it. 

Paul Norquay: Correa reflexa and Acacia genistifolia flowering at TFN 
block, Linton. 

Genny Binns: Flock of White-browed Babblers at Hattah Lakes. 


Excursion Arrangements: Sunday 8 July, Werribee Gorge Leaders 
Elspeth and Paul. Recommend sturdy footwear, walking pole — the 
tracks are uneven. Excursion departs 9.30am from cnr Gillies/Gregory 
ots; or Cross Roads Trading, cnr Old Melbourne and Geelong Rds, 
Ballan at 10.10am. 


Syllabus Item: Members night. Elspeth Swan spoke on Secret Life of 
Cemeteries and Val Hocking on Galapagos Islands and South America. 
Peter Dalman thanked them for their talks. 


Supper 


1] 


CALENDAR 2012 


AUGUST 
Fri 3 Tim D’Ombrain, Botanist and Environmental Consultant, 
Rare Plants Southwest of Melbourne 
Sun 5 Snowgum Block, Dereel Tim D’Ombrain 
Sun 19 Wattle Flat - Pootilla Landcare Group tree planting along Yarrowee 


River at Ditchfield Lane beginning at 10am 
Tues 28 Committee Meeting, 7.30pm 
SEPTEMBER 


Fri 7 Stella Bedggood Memorial Lecture 
Geoff Park, Knowledge Broker, North Central CMA 


Flora and Fauna of Newstead. 
Sun 9 Wattle Day: the diversity of local wattles. Club Members 


University of Ballarat Invitation 
We are invited to participate in an open day at Gillies St and Mt Rowan 
on Sunday August 26th to promote their horticulture, agricultural and 
sustainability courses. BFNC will be manning a table at this event - so 
volunteers are welcome to assist! 


Committee 
President ...........cccceeeceeeeeees Peter Dalman 
Vice-President .................. Fran Hanrahan 
DECIELATY ciierechevsssiadsbaiadns, Carol Hall 
TROASUCET sssisseieeces oo cosilucsan tacts Les Hanrahan 
Claire Dalman...............ccccceeeeeees John Gregurke ..........cceeccccceeeeees 
Val Hocking... eeeeeeeeeeees John Mildren ................ccccceecceeees 


Elspeth Swan ........ccccccceesseeeeeees 
Correspondence: PO Box 328W, Ballarat West, 3350 


Email: Secretary: Carol Hall, 
Editors: Nina Netherway, 
Fran Hanrahan 


Website: http://heldnatballarat.wordpress.com 


Meetings are held at the Primary Industries Training Centre, cnr Gillies and Gregory Sts, 
on the first Friday of the month at 7.30pm.. 

Excursions: Leave from the carpark at the Primary Industries Training Centre, cnr Gillies 
and Gregory Sts. at 9.30unless otherwise advised. 


A monthly publication of the Field Naturalists’ Club of Ballarat Inc. 
Incorporation # A0014919P ABN 13 150 403 135 
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